LICENCING UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT: PART 2

Some of the most significant sections of concern in the Draft Firearms Control Amendment Bill relates to firearm licences and specifically the removal
of specific types of licences previously catered for in the bill. This, of course, includes the controversial removal of Section 13 and 14 licences which
means that citizens will no longer be able to apply for a licence to own a firearm for self-defence purposes.

SELF-DEFENCE
Section 13 of the act currently provides for the issuing of a licence for self-defence. This
section is removed in the proposed amendments. Therefore, no licences will be
issued for self-defence and self-defence will not be accepted as a motivation for any
firearm licence. Section 14, which provides for owning a limited firearm (semi-automatic
rifle or shotgun) for self-defence purposes will also be removed.
Our comment/viewpoint: Removal of self-defence as motivation for a firearm is the single
most evocative of the proposed amendments and has received a lot of media attention, with
good reason. Police Minister Bheki Cele indicated that the proposed amendments should not
be interpreted as though government is looking to disarm its citizens. However, removing selfdefence as a motivation for a firearm licence application does exactly that – disarm lawabiding citizens by inhibiting or ignoring the public’s right to responsibly protect themselves
with a firearm. Simply put, South Africans will no longer be able to obtain a licence for a
firearm for self-defence purposes, effectively making the protection of citizens the sole
responsibility of law-enforcement agencies.
Furthermore, Cele stated that that arming citizens would not solve the country’s high crime
rate. To be frank, neither does the Police’s current efforts to curb our country’s alarmingly high
violent crime rate either. According to statistics held by TLU South Africa, farm attacks had
taken place approximately every second day, and someone was murdered in a farm attack at
least once a week in South Africa during the past 25 years. These are the facts and removing
citizens’ ability to own a firearm for self-defence, means that all citizens in the country that are
exposed to violent attacks will have no means to defend themselves as they will not be allowed
to obtain a firearm licence for self-defence.
The reality is that the proposed bill will do nothing to prevent criminals that already have no
regard for SA’s criminal justice system from illegally obtaining and using firearms. This
proposed amendment of the Act is merely targeting law-abiding legal firearm owners who are
mostly left to defend themselves. SA’s law-enforcement agencies should focus on disarming
criminals as part of a holistic effort to turn the tide on violent crime.

COLLECTORS
It is proposed to delete Section 17 which provides for private collectors to
own a selection of firearms and ammunition. The same applies to Section
18 which make provision for private collections of ammunition. This means
that no licences will be issued for collectors who use this as the
reason for application for a firearm licence.
Our comment/viewpoint: There are more or less 2 500 collectors that
keep a variety of collections with a combined estimated value of more than
R750 million. These private collections include unique artefacts and
national treasures with high sentimental value and no museum in South
Africa can equal the complete firearm collections of these private
collectors. Under the new proposal these items will be rendered worthless
and get destroyed, completely disregarding the rights of collectors – again
one of the most compliant and responsible groups of firearm owners –to
firearm ownership. Furthermore, collectors’ firearms are often not suitable
for criminal use so what would be the point to destroy this part of our
heritage?
The proposed amendment also requires all firearms kept in public
collections to be changed to be inoperable. Once this is done, the
collection piece is worthless and has no meaning whatsoever. This should
not be done at all.

BUSINESS ENTITIES
Section 20 addresses the issuing of licences to business entities such as security firms, training institutions, associations, and hunting outfitters. In
short, various amendments are made which do not only add a tremendous amount of administrative burden to these business entities, but also does
not allow the Registrar to issue a licence to security firms without written proof of the award of a contract to render the service that require the use of
firearms.
These amendments are detailed as follows in the draft bill:
(2A) The Registrar, in considering the application in terms of this section must take into account the nature, the size, the extent, the
purpose of the business and a genuine need for the use of firearms in that type of business.''; and
(8) (a) The Authority must inform the Registrar of any new registration, suspension, sale, transfer, liquidation, merger, lapsing or
termination of the registration or ownership of a security service provider or any other material change or reason that would 33
necessitate the licensing, relicensing or disposal of firearms in the possession of such security service provider.
(b) The association that accredits persons referred to in subsection (2)(b),(c),(d)and (e) must inform the Registrar of any new accreditation,
suspension, sale, transfer, liquidation, merger, lapsing or termination of accreditation or membership of the business of the accredited
persons, or any other material change or reason that would necessitate the licensing, relicensing or disposal of firearms in the possession
of such persons
(9) The Registrar must, at the written request of the Authority, submit a list of all firearms registered to a particular security service
provider within 30 days of the request being made.
(10) It is an offence for a security service provider and any person contemplated in this subsection to hire out or permit any other person
to use a firearm issued under this section for any purpose other than the purpose for which the licence was issued.
(11) The Registrar may not issue a licence to a security service provider until written proof of the award of a contract to render a security
service that require the use of firearms is furnished.
(12) Despite subsection (11), the Registrar may issue a letter to a security service provider who meets the requirements of the Act, stating
that the firearm licence shall be issued upon the award of the contract
Our comment/viewpoint: Although it may seem as if SA Hunters has no direct interest in this Section, it is important to remember that our firearm
skills training activities (such as SA Hunt Training (Pty) Ltd) will be affected. The proposed amendment put considerable restrictions on these
entities, which seems to be a deliberate intention to restrict the hunting and sport shooting fraternities in particular. These restrictions are also
applicable to training schools and associations that own firearms – again, legal and responsible firearm owners are targeted over criminal
syndicates.

SUPERVISED USE OF MY FIREARM
Section 22 relates to the use of a firearm by a person under the supervision of the licence holder. Currently the Act allows me the right to allow
another person to use my firearm under my personal control and supervision. The amendment essentially prevents the use of a firearm by any
person under the age of 16 years (regardless of circumstances of use).
These amendments are detailed as follows in the draft bill:
22. [Despite anything to the contrary in this Act but subject] Subject to section 120(5), any person who is
(a) at least 21 years of age and who, for at least three years, is the holder of a valid licence to possess a firearm issued in terms of this Act,
may allow any [other] person above the age of 16 years to use that firearm while 38 under his or her immediate supervision where it is safe
to use the firearm [and for a lawful purpose].'; or
(b) a professional hunter between the age of 18 and 21 who is a valid holder of a firearm licence issued in terms of this Act may allow any
person above the age of 16 years to use that firearm while under his or her immediate supervision where it is safe to use the firearm.

Our comment/viewpoint: The amendment adds another restriction that only persons older than 16 may use a firearm with the permission
and under supervision of the owner. This amendment means that children under 16 years will not be allowed to participate in hunting or sport
shooting, placing a substantive restriction on the rights of children under 16 years of age.

OUR CONTINUED FOCUS

It is quite common for children as young as 10 years to participate in hunting and sport shooting with juniors as young as 11 years having won
SA Hunters’ regional sport shooting events. SA Hunters offers sport shooting championships for children younger than 13 years, and for
children 13 – 18 years. There are also open championships where adults and children compete equally. Therefore, in circumstances that are
reasonable, provision should be made for persons younger than 16 to use a firearm with and under the supervision of the owner. This way
their right to practise their chosen hobby and/or sport is not blatantly disregarded.

The actions we will be taking to stop this legislation include:

OTHER ENTITIES

Legal pressure on government to drop the proposed changes to the bill
Challenging anti-firearm propaganda and misinformation
Explaining why firearm ownership is a civil right for law-abiding citizens
Giving thousands a voice to challenge and pressure the government through commentary and
petitions
Collaboration with industry stakeholders to amplify our impact

HELP US TO HELP YOU - GET INVOLVED

